UNSATISFACTORY PEACE

peace. They say that the first of the fourteen
points was ' no more secret diplomacy/ and
that when, under the pressure of contiental
nations, this clause was abrogated at the Peace
Conference, the way was opened for the entry
of all the selfish national ambitions of the
statesmen and politicians appointed to attend.
Had everything been done in the open there
would doubtless have been many difficulties.
but the hands of those who had the interests
of mankind at heart would have been strength-
ened by the support of the best public opinion-,
of the world*
The best that can be said for the terms
imposed is that they are merciful when consi-
dered in the light of what Germany intended
to impose upon the world if she had been
victorious, and that the punishment they inflict
is in no way commensurate with the enormity
of her offence against civilisation. Another
underlying thought seems to be that-only by
such terms could she be rendered so weak as
to cease to be a danger to the future peace
of the world.
73